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. It would be disingenuous to 
just an exhibition of works dozen Palestinian artists. 
is in the nature of a manifesto. It 
artists have so often said: 
the fruits of individual spirits must 
permitted to be impeded, and that 
equipped to surmount the 
thrown in the path of 

It would also be disingenuous to 

argument that has served as a 
the so-called Western world for 
contrary, the coring together of these 

personal risk. Moreover, it frat 
and calls attention to the that inhabit 

I speak now of the cultural 
of us and that have 
obdurately ignorant of the thirds of the world, the so-this great metropolis, it connoisseur of visual the works of artists countries. I, for instance, preliminary list of this note that the only Israelis, and the reasons Not only was I unfamiliar 
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7.1959 to 1965 and the Cranbrook Academy of 

ze State University, Detroit; in 1975 at 
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Khoury's work has been shown in the Cranbrook Academy, the Grand Rapids 
At present, Khoury is a professor at Central painting, drawing, and graphic 



of the Palestinian artists, but I was also 
with their cultural references. When Abed Abedi

Sun, I must ruefully admit that I have never 
that I don't know if it is even translated 
and that its cultural context is foreign to me. Clearly
there is something wrong here, and I must not let
myself off the hook. I, and my culture, are guilty 
cultural bias, something far more insidious 
simple ignorance.

If one reads the cursory biographical notices in this
catalogue there are many invisible and 
stories between the lines. On both sides. There are

of the scandalous tragedies
see would have called the

a many displacements, so
mai many family tragedies implicit
here.

memories of a home and erector set 
flight, and others with the indelible 
final solutions. Shared agonies. And on both 
the struggle to expunge bitterness 
basic humanity. The struggle to find 

geographically) is not simple. 
painter, sums it up in speaking of his 

"The primary thrust of the work 
fragmentation and unity, bondage 
darkness and light; contradictions akin 
mystical and poetic nature of 

people." I can think of a few Israeli 

All of these artists are painfully 
Graham Greene called "the terrorism of our 
which he regarded as the legacy of Hitler. In
describing why the focus of so many 
was outside of Europe, Greene said, "It 
for me to return to that new, clean and well cared
for Europe which, after recovering from 
had lost its memory." These artists refuse to 
and remind us that oppression from any quarter
must be resisted. When, so many years ago, jean-
Paul Sartre condemned prejudice, 
one Frenchman will be free so long as the 
not enjoy the fullness of their rights. Not 
Frenchman will be secure so long as a single

his life." Now, by a terrible irony, he would 
say that not one Jew will be free so long as a single
Palestinian fears for his life. There are the kinds of
thoughts that hover in the psyches of the 
this exhibition. Some address the issue directly,
some obliquely, but all are intent to express 

their homeland.


